
Chronicling the history and ideology of Norwegian Black Metal, a subculture which 
is re� ected in a unique musical and visual aesthetic, the long awaited documentary 
�Until The Light Takes Us� explores every aspect of this controversial movement, 
featuring interviews with the originators and including rare unseen footage from the 
so called �Black Circle�s� earliest days, when suicide, church arson and murder 
caused Norwegian Black Metal to rise to international prominence. �Norwegian� 
has become a byword for true black metal, a term much attributed to the bands 
Mayhem, Burzum and Darkthrone. A dark and erosive atmosphere as well as the 
basic recording quality of the early movement re-de� ned the very soul of what one 
perceived as black metal and ignited the genre incarnate.
Their use of misdirection and metaphor was sophisticated and a certain naivety 
in some parts led to some spectacular results as well. Apparently, there is really 
no other art, music or ideological movement like it and the fact that Norway has 
a natural environment re� ective of darkness, helped to create the impetus for the 
scenes violent image elsewhere. The stark beauty of Norway�s landscapes and 
timeless visage has become synonymous with Black Metal. With Mayhem being 
a signi� cant force, paving the way and igniting a whole movement, the suicide 
of vocalist Per �Dead� Ohlin on April 8th 1991 was nothing compared to the 
forthcoming wave of hysteria generated by the media worldwide, when Burzum·s 
Varg Vikernes put Mayhem�s guitarist and mastermind Oystein �Euronymous� 
Aarseth to death, stabbing him 23 times in a dispute on August 10th 1993. Thus, 
the movement was truly born. Aarseth can be seen as the godfather of Norwegian 
Black Metal, his very name evokes the acute reality of the scenes early ascension, 
and Mayhem surmounts the impressive list of bands that make up the scene, 
as true cult. Vikernes in contrast, shortly created a legend by killing the visionary 
Euronymous. Burzum�s initial releases mark and de� ne a genre for the member 
that ravaged Mayhem, making him become one of the most important acts in the 
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Black Metal genre and this was followed by no lesser minimalistic albums until his 
incarceration for murder and for the burning of three stave churches in Norway in 
1994.  Currently, Vikernes is serving a 21 year sentence for murder and is seeking 
parole in April 2008, which � rst has been denied in 2006. The cover art for Burzum�s 
�Aske� EP, which was originally released on Euronymous· DSP-label, shows a 
photo of the burnt Fantoft stave church that Varg once ignited. Altogether, the 
�Inner Circle� claimed responsibility for inspiring probably over 50 arsons directed 
on churches in Norway from 1992 to 1996; mostly buildings widely regarded as 
important historical landmarks. Often quoted in combination with the bloody history 
of Norwegian Black Metal, is Emperor�s former drummer Bard �Faust� Eithun, 
who was convicted of murdering a homosexual man in Lillehammer on the 21st of 
August, 1992. Eithun was released in 2003 after serving 9 years and 4 months of 
an original 14 year sentence. To put all these events into perspective, none of the 
criminal acts were designed for public scrutiny and no premeditated media hype 
was constructed. The young teenagers responsible for the hysteria were indebted to 
a personal agenda that eventually became swallowed up in the media attention that 
ultimately followed.

The way the media treated them and portrayed what happened as well as the way 
things are interpreted and re-interpreted as they�re � ltered through different lenses 
by artists, music journalists and the news media marks the focus of �Until The Light 
Takes Us�, the � rst � lm about this movement. The feature-length documentary 
directed and produced by the Brooklyn art couple Audrey Ewell and Aaron Aites 
is by no means just some kind of metal history lesson, it�s a personal and exciting 
insight into a subculture that carried a rebellion against mainstream society, the 
people behind it, what happened to them and their creation, and what�s still 
happening now.

BARD ”FAUST” EITHUN
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